Assessing Vulnerability: Overview
[bookmark: _GoBack]The vulnerability assessment for St Johnsbury began with a public meeting on October 2, 2014 which began with an overview of recorded weather data and included a discussion of the hazards history for the town and relative likelihood and impact of future hazards.  The hazards checklist and notes from that meeting are in Appendix D?.  More than 20 people attended and included the Fire Chief (also the Emergency Management Director), Assistant Town Manager, the regional state watershed coordinator, representatives from the correctional facility, hospital, major utility (Green Mountain Power), schools, planning commission, chamber of commerce and the library/athenaeum, as well as a number of interested citizens.  The questions raised in reviewing the hazards checklist covered the history of past events, their extent, likelihood to occur again and frequency, and a review of the damages that occurred. 
In constructing the following table, the LIKELIHOOD of occurrence, was classified as:
Unlikely: < 1% probability in the next 100 years. 
· Possible: 1% to 10% probability in the next year, or at least one chance in the next 100  years. 
· Likely: 10% to 100% probability in the next year, or at least one chance in the next 10  years. 
Highly Likely: Near 100% probability in the next year.

The IMPACT of possible events (percentage of the community affected) caused by hazard events was judged as follows:
· Negligible: < 10% of properties damaged/Minimal disruption to quality of life. 
· Limited: 10% to < 25% of properties damaged/Loss of essential facilities/services for up  to 7 days/few (< 1% of population) injuries possible. 
· Critical: 25% to 50% of properties damaged/Loss of essential facilities/services for > 7  days < 14 days/Major (< 10% of population) injuries/few deaths possible. 
· Catastrophic: > 50% of properties damaged/loss of essential facilities/services for > 14  days/Severe (> 10% of population) injuries/multiple deaths possible. 

·  
· The combination of possible IMPACT of the hazard and its LIKELIHOOD was used to determine COMMUNITY VULNERABILITY as HIGH, MODERATE or LOW. 
· Table Abbreviations Key: 
Likelihood: 		Impact: 
U = unlikely 		N = negligible
P = possible 		L = limited
L = likely 		CR = critical
HL = highly likely	CA = catastrophic

	Table 2?: Hazard Vulnerability Assessment

	NATURAL HAZARDS
	LIKELIHOOD
	IMPACT
	COMMUNITY VULNERABILITY

	Dam failure
	P
	L
	LOW

	Drought
	U
	N
	LOW

	Earthquake
	P
	L
	LOW

	Flood

	L
	CR
	HIGH 

	Hailstorm

	L
	L
	LOW

	Hurricane

	P
	L
	LOW

	Ice Jams
	L
	CR
	HIGH

	Ice storm

	L
	CR
	MODERATE

	Landslide/Land subsidence
	L 
	L
	LOW

	Severe Winter Storm

	L
	CR
	MODERATE

	Tornado
	P
	L
	LOW

	Wildfire
	U
	N
	LOW

	Severe Thunderstorm
	L
	L
	MODERATE

	Windstorm
	L
	L
	MODERATE

	MANMADE HAZARDS
	
	
	

	Nuclear
	U
	N
	LOW

	Chemical
	L
	L
	MODERATE

	Gas
	L
	L
	MODERATE

	Major bridge, water system, road or other infrastructure failure
	P
	L
	LOW

	Large transportation incident
	L
	L
	LOW

	Large structural fire
	L
	CR
	HIGH

	Infectious Disease Epidemic
	P
	L
	LOW
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