
SELECTBOARD MEETING 
MONDAY, APRIL 28, 2003 

7:00 PM – MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 
A regular meeting of the St. Johnsbury Selectboard was held Monday, April 28, 2003, at 7:00 PM in the 
boardroom of the municipal building.  Present were Reg Wakeham, Bryon Quatrini, Dale Urie, and Elwin 
Cross.  Chairman Gabriel Handy was excused because of illness. Present from the Town were Town 
Manager Mike Welch, Police Chief Paul Devenger, Zoning Administrator Priscilla Messier, and Recording 
Secretary Ida Rainville.  
 
Also present were Marlene Rock, Pat and Brian LeClair, Joe Ford, Firefighter Tim Angell, Louis LaCroix, 
Kim Achilles, Keith Chamberlain, Mary Scott, Valerie Dillon, and Doug Bengston. 
 
Liquor and Tobacco Licenses approved and signed: 
 
(Prior to the meeting) Elks Lodge (L) 
Village Pizza (L) 
(New) Elements Restaurant (L and outside consumption) 
 
In the absence of Chairman Handy, the Board appointed Elwin Cross acting chairman (Reg 
Wakeham/Bryon Quatrini).  On a motion by Bryon Quatrini, seconded by Dale Urie, the Board voted 
unanimously to approve the minutes of the April 14, 2003 meeting as presented. 
 
Parking – Mill Street 
Keith Chamberlain, co-owner of the new restaurant on Mill Street (Elements), presented his request for 
keeping parking spaces on the east side of Mill Street, next to Rodd Roofing warehouse, and continue with 
parking on the west side of Mill Street. After a brief discussion of space availability and how the spaces 
could be shared by various businesses, and consult with Chief Devenger, the Board voted unanimously to 
approve the (approx.) 5 spaces currently in place on the east side of the street and to leave the spaces in 
place on the west side (motion by Bryon Quatrini, seconded by Reg Wakeham).  In answer to a question 
from Marlene Rock, it was noted that change to any of these parking spaces would not affect handicap 
parking. 
 
Other Street parking  
As a result of several complaints on various areas of town, Mike Welch, Priscilla Messier, and Chief 
Devenger have reviewed and recommend the following changes: 
 
• Central Street at the intersection of Main – eliminate one parking meter in front of Dr. Kozlowski’s 

office. 
• North Avenue – no parking on west side of street. 
• Sunset Drive – no parking on west side of street. 
• South Pearl Street – no parking on east side (take existing signs out and replace with 4 signs). 
• Spring Street – no parking should be established along one side. 
• Cliff Street – no parking on westerly side as is presently, but need better signing. 
• Thadeus Lane – from intersections with Main Street entire length no parking on this street (need signs 

and yellow curbing) 
• Railroad Street – continue two hour parking limit on both sides of northern Railroad from Maple Street 

to be contiguous with all downtown meters. 
• Costa Ave. – no parking west side of street (signs needed). 
 
On a motion by Bryon Quatrini and seconded by Dale Urie, the board voted unanimously to adopt the 
above parking regulations. 
 



Other areas put on hold for further investigation – Central and Summer Street intersection: four-way stop; 
new signs on west side of Summer Street directly across from Mayo’s Glass; no parking on Central Street 
from intersection with Spring to terminus at intersection with Route 2. 
 
Crosswalks – on Main Street in front of Museum, previously removed because of safety issues with bus 
stop; Eastern Ave. by Crystals – remove western most parking meter. Bryon also suggested better signing 
on Bagley Street. 
 
Tax Sale – 85 North Avenue 
Mike Welch reported that he had a legal opinion from Ed Zuccaro to go forward with the notice to quite 
and vacate on this property, that had been pending since 1997. On a motion by Dale Urie and seconded by 
Bryon Quatrini, the Board voted unanimously to authorize the Town Manager to proceed with the order to 
quit and vacate the premises for previous owner Scott McKenney.  
 
Local Law Enforcement Grant – third cruiser 
Voting on this project was postponed until the full board is present. 
 
Town Highway Report for the State of Vermont– Priscilla Messier 
Priscilla reported that there are several areas in the town that need to be confirmed for inclusion in the 
report of highways to the State, which designates the Town’s state aid. Areas under consideration include: 
Clarks Ave. (short, central section). Suggested looking at reconstruction of the worst part of the street; 
Eastern Ave., extending to the property owned by Larry Murray, the so-called Murray’s Meats building, 
showed no finalized survey connecting to the town, and records indicate the bottom area of Eastern Ave. 
and lower parking spaces, may still belong to the Murray’s Meats building property.  
 
Also included in roads under consideration: 
 
• Easterly end of Summer Street which connected to Western Ave., and was torn up and designated a 

trail by the Selectboard in 1999. The report of doings was apparently never filed in this instance, so the 
process may have to be repeated. 

• Simons Avenue – upper portion connected to Lafayette Street, which was torn up and grassed over – 
the Town needs to formalize its discontinuance. 

• Coffin Road past Gingue’s Autobody – no formal acceptance by the Town has been recorded. 
• Frost Ave. – Not formally a town street, even though the town maintains it. Deeds of property on this 

street indicated right of ways to other people’s property. This consists of approximately 100 yards of 
roadway, and suggested a meeting with property owners to discuss whether it should be left private, or 
taken over by the Town. 

 
Comprehensive Water System Evaluation 
Mike Welch suggested that, in light of last winter’s frozen and broken water pipes, it may be a good time to 
hire an engineering firm to do a comprehensive study of the water system and designate most urgent needs 
in upgrading the system. Red Dufresne estimated $100,000 for the study. Town could possibly get 
advanced planning funds from a state grant that would eventually be incorporated into the project cost, with 
the first work done as a result of the engineering study. Dale and Bryon generally agreed it would be a good 
project, but suggested Mike get bids from other engineering firms. Also could be incorporated into the long 
term plans for the streets and upgraded along with the CSO project or any other project involving the 
excavation of the streets. 
 
Solid Waste Management Plan 
The State requires an update to the Solid Waste Management Plan, the deadline being May 1, 2003. Since 
there is not sufficient time to complete a new plan, consultant John Malter had indicated the State would 
probably accept the adoption of the current plan, with an indication that a new plan will be completed as 
soon as possible.  On a motion by Bryon Quatrini, seconded by Reg Wakeham, the Board voted 
unanimously to re-adopt the existing plan. 
 
 



Investment Policy – Pension Fund 
Mike reported that the Pension Fund Board had voted to recommend that the Board adopt the proposed 
investment policy from First Albany. On a motion by Bryon Quatrini, seconded by Dale Urie, the Board 
voted unanimously to adopt the policy as proposed. 
 
Manager’s report 
On a motion by Reg Wakeham, seconded by Bryon Quatrini, the Board voted unanimously to authorize 
Town Clerk Sandra Grenier to vote the town’s proxy on Union Bank Shares. 
 
Mike reminded the Board and the Public that Green Up day is Saturday, May 3, and the town headquarters 
will be at the Depot Square parking lot, near Sanel’s, with barbecue for participants. 
 
All VOSHA issues have been addressed and fines for the Police Department and Highway Department 
have been reduced, fines for the Water/Sewer Department were eliminated. 
 
Other Business 
Bryon questioned the progress of the next tax sale. Mr. Welch assured him the Town Clerk is working to 
put the information together for sometime later this summer. 
 
Having no further business to come before the Board, voted to adjourn at 7:50 PM (Wakeham/Quatrini). 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
__________________________________  
Ida W. Rainville, Recording Secretary 


