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MINUTES 

ST. JOHNSBURY SELECTBOARD 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2008 

 
The St. Johnsbury SelectBoard held their SelectBoard Meeting on Wednesday, October 
29, 2008 beginning at 7:00p.m. in the Board Room of the Municipal Building. 
 
SelectBoard Members Present: Vice Chairperson Gary Reis, Daniel Kimbell, Jean Hall 
Wheeler, and Jim Rust. 
 
SelectBoard Membes Excused: Chairperson Bryon Quatrini 
 
Others Present: Alan Robertson, Bernie Timson, Gary Lunderville, Alan Ruggles, Jon 
Beck, Diane Beck, Joe Fox, Forest Campos, Kirby Campos, Albert Dunn, Lew Apgar, 
Taylor Reed, LSCTV, Town Attorney Edward Zuccaro, and Town Manager Mike Welch. 
 
Vice Chairperson Reis opened the meeting with the Pledge at approximately 7:00p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Vice Chairperson Reis asked for public comments. There were 
none. 
 
MINUTES -  OCTOBER 14, 2008 – SelectBoard members agreed to table action on the 
October 14, 2008 Minutes until they have had an opportunity to review. 
 
MURAL REQUEST – PORTLAND STREET BRIDGE – FOREST CAMPOS – 
Forest Campos, and his mom Kirby, presented Forest’s request to paint a mural on the 
eastern wall of the Portland Street Bridge. Forest informed that Board that he wants to 
have a hike-a-thon in the spring to raise money for supplies. The Zoning Administrator 
has indicated that a DRB permit is not required, and it is up to the Selectboard. Forest 
said that he would also like to paint the piers under the bridge a light blue. Following 
discussion, it was moved by Daniel Kimbell, seconded by Jim Rust, and voted (4-0) to 
approve the concept plans presented by Forest Campos for painting a mural and piers 
under the Portland Street Bridge. 
 
TOWN HIGHWAY AID RESOLUTION – VLCT has prepared a draft resolution for 
consideration by SelectBoard – many communities in Vermont have already adopted. 
The Town would loose approximately $16,000 with a 7.4% reduction to Town Highway 
Aid. This represents about ½ of one cent on the highway property tax rate. Following 
discussion, it was moved by Daniel Kimbell, seconded by Jean Hall Wheeler, and voted 
(4-0) to approve the Resolution prepared by VLCT opposing the reduction of Town 
Highway Aid. 
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MUNICIPAL PLANNING GRANT RESOLUTION – The Board considered a 
Resolution authorizing the Manager to submit an application for Municipal Planning 
Grant Funds to hire a consultant to review the location, setbacks, signage, warning 
devices, length, and spacing of crosswalks on Main Street. A copy of a draft outline of 
services has been prepared by RSG, Inc. Following discussion, it was moved by Daniel 
Kimbell , seconded by Jean Hall Wheeler, and voted (4-0) to approve the resolution 
authorizing the Town Manager to submit a Municipal Planning Grant application for 
Main Street Crosswalks. 
 
PARK & RIDE – Alan Robertson, Vermont Association of Snow Travelers, was present 
to discuss the St. Johnsbury Park & Ride. Alan said that VAST is not interested in having 
snowmobile access the LVRT from the Park & Ride, but, he said that the Park & Ride 
should be available for use as a trailhead during the summer and fall for hikers and 
bikers. Alan recommended that the Town endorse the concept of signing the lot as a 
trailhead for the Three Rivers Transportation Path and the LVRT for non-snowmobile 
uses.  Alan said that most of the people who use the trails will be parking later in the day 
or weekends, so highest use times should not conflict with commuters using the Park & 
Ride facility. Jean Wheeler asked how you would control snowmobiles from using the 
property. Alan said that this would be done with signs – No Snowmobiles leaving from 
the Park & Ride. Alan said that there may occasionally be a motorist who will park his 
vehicle in the lot, once a machine has been dropped off. Alan said that there will be a 
need for trailhead parking for snowmobiles closer to the actual LVRT. Following 
discussion, it was moved by Daniel Kimbell, seconded by Jim Rust, and voted (4-0) to 
support the use and signing of the Park & Ride lot as a trailhead for non-snowmobile uses 
such as hiking and biking. The Board supporting having signage that prohibited 
snowmobiles leaving from the Park & Ride area to access the LVRT. 
 
COMMUNITY CENTER – FORMER ARMORY – UPDATE – The Manager said he 
wanted to update the Board relative to the status of the community center. The Justice 
Center was not moved to another location as the Town is required to provide a 25% 
match for the Community Justice Center Grant. This match is currently provided through 
the provision of office space. The heating system has been repaired so that it operates. 
The temperature is set low in the Gym. Mark Wheeler, EH Danson, has had electrical, 
mechanical, and structural subs in the building to prepare individual reports. Mark plans 
to have materials ready for discussion with the Board in November. As the Justice Center 
is still in the building, the Manager stated that Joe Fox would like to be able to use the 
Gym area for basketball practices in the evening (Mon – Thurs), as the school does not 
have gym time available. Jim Rust stated that he felt that the Town needed to make cuts – 
and that the building should not be kept open or heated. Jim Rust said that he felt that 
people in the community are worried about heating their own homes, and the Town 
should not be spending money foolishly. Jim Rust indicated that the Recreation 
Department needed to check with other schools and facilities about the availability of  
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gym space. Bernie Timson said that if snow needs to be removed from the roof it should 
be shoveled off – the building should not be heated. Jim Rust said that the Recreation 
Department should be soliciting funds from neighboring communities, as programs are 
not just for St. Johnsbury residents. Joe Fox indicated that program fees from non-
residents help support our program. Daniel Kimbell said that he agreed that building is a 
white elephant, but this is a compromise – we have tried to reduce consumption, the 
recreation offices have been moved to the school, and we want to be able to provide low-
cost recreational opportunities to our residents during the winter months. Diane Beck 
asked about number of users in basketball program and % of St. Johnsbury residency. Joe 
said that there are about 100 youth in the basketball program, and probably about 85% of 
those kids are from St. Johnsbury. Bernie Timson questioned keeping the community 
center open for adult recreation programs – as many of the adults participating are from 
outside of St. Johnsbury, and the fee generated from use would not even cover the cost of 
oil. Gary Lunderville stated that in Jericho they used the school gym all hours of day and 
night – kids would be playing 3a.m., 4a.m., 5a.m.. Gary Reis asked if adult programs 
would be in the Community Center. Joe Fox said that adult programs would not have to 
be in the Community Center, as programs for adults can be scheduled later in the 
evening. Jean Wheeler said that she agreed that the community has to seriously consider 
all of our expenses – but, this is a valuable program for our youth. Bernie Timson said 
that the SelectBoard should not have approved more money for the Bike Path – and that 
money could be used for Recreation. Daniel Kimbell pointed out that the Bike Path is 
primarily federally funded and is committed for the transportation path only. Bernie 
Timson suggested that the Town should look at constructing a gym at the school that 
would be energy efficient. Joe Fox asked about allowing the use of the Community 
Center for November and December – that would at least provide some practice time for 
the kids for skills development. Members of the Board agreed to discuss this issue again 
at the next regular Board meeting, scheduled for Monday, Nov. 10th. The Manager said 
that he would try to have information available from EH Danson at that time. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 
Report of Doings – Members of the Board reviewed and signed the Report of Doings for 
Zoning By-Law amendment related to structure height. 
 
Trapping – Members of the Board expressed no objection to a request for permission to 
trap on Town property off from Duck Pond Road.  
 
Community Advisory Board – The Community Advisory Board has recommended that 
the BAART patient cap be increased from 60 patients to 75 patients. The DRB will hold 
a public hearing on this matter on November 18th. 
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Stark District Road – Larry Gadapee has removed some ledge from the Stark District 
Road. Larry has found a guardrail contractor that will install new guardrails on the RR 
Track side of the Road. The phone company has been contacted about moving the 
telephone pole. Larry will look at removing additional ledge next year. Jean Hall Wheeler 
recommended installing some warning signs. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 

 
Survey – Jim Rust pointed out the survey prepared by the Planning Commission. This 
will be available at the polls on Tuesday, November 4th. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 
It was moved by Daniel Kimbell, seconded by Jim Rust, and voted (4-0) to enter into 
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing a civil action, and that DRB Chairperson 
Alan Ruggles, Town Attorney Edward Zuccaro, and Town Manager Mike Welch, be 
included. The Board entered Executive Session at approximately 8:30p.m. 
 
It was moved by Jean Hall Wheeler, seconded by Daniel Kimbell, and voted (4-0) to 
return to Regular Session at approximately 8:50p.m. 
 
It was moved by Daniel Kimbell, seconded by Jim Rust, and voted (4-0) to adjourn at 
approximately 8:50p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Michael A. Welch 
Town Manager 
 
 
 


