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MINUTES 

ST. JOHNSBURY SELECTBOARD 

MONDAY, MAY 10, 2010 

 
The St. Johnsbury SelectBoard held their Regularly Scheduled SelectBoard Meeting on Monday, May 10, 
2010 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Board Room in the Municipal Building. 
 

SelectBoard Members Present: Chairperson Jim Rust, Bernard Timson, Rod Lamotte, Daniel Kimbell, and 
Bryon Quatrini. 
 
At 6:30p.m. the Board adjourned to the Town Manager’s office to meet with members of the Police 
Department and Union negotiator Michael Blair, to discuss a 4th step grievance. Included in the meeting were 
all SelectBoard members, Town Manager Jim Fitzgerald, Police Chief Richard Leighton and officers Mark 
Bickford and Gilbert Roberts, Michael Blair and secretary Ida Rainville. 
 
Call to Order: The Board returned to the Municipal Board room and the regular meeting was called to order 
by Chairman Rust at approximately 7:00p.m. 
 
Others Present: Interim Town Manager Jim Fitzgerald, Fire Chief Troy Ruggles, Zoning Administrator 
Priscilla Messier, Assistant Clerk Larry Sharer, Assessor Peter Whitney, Public Works Director  Danny 
Scott, Town Clerk/Treasurer Sandy Grenier, Executive Secretary Ida Rainville, Nancy Cohen, Dale 
Chamberlain, Jim Impey, Jay Wood, Howard Bennett, Michele Authier, Kevin Oddy, Bradley Reed, Mary 
Smith, Steve Smith, Jackie Bennett, Timothy Persons, Albert Dunn, Jon Beck, Elwood Cohen, Brian 
Christman, Gary Lunderville, Seth Jewell, Taylor Reed (Caledonian-Record), and KATV-Channel 7.  
 
Public Comment: Joanne Brown addressed the Board concerning the re-vote of the 2010 budget, indicating 
she felt the Board made a mistake in eliminating the Economic Development office, because with the 
stimulus funding available, the Town needs someone available who knows how to apply for those funds. Tim 
Persons pointed out that the stimulus money is money out of the taxpayers’ pockets and not really free 
money. 
 
Minutes: On a motion by Rod Lamotte, seconded by Bernie Timson, the Board voted unanimously to 
approve the April 26 minutes as presented. 
 
Pine Street Parking:  In response to complaints about parking on Barker Avenue and Pine Street during St.J. 
Academy events, Headmaster Tom Lovett indicated to the Board that he would increase no parking signs and 
the Academy personnel will try to better enforce the no parking policy. The neighbors who complained 
previously are pleased with the result so far. They also suggested to the Development Review Board that 
there be “No Parking” signs posted on both sides of Barker Ave. and Pine Street. Currently there are only 
signs on the south side of Pine Street. Priscilla Messier pointed out complaints have been received on a sharp 
corner of Lafayette Street, where people park and block the view of on-coming traffic, and the need for a stop 
sign at the bottom of Spaulding Road where it intersects with Lackey Hill. The SelectBoard agreed to look 
into the situations. Chairman Jim Rust suggested that Town Manager Jim Fitzgerald and Public Works 
Director Dan Scott review Lafayette Street and Lakey Hill, and report back to the Board. 
 
Public Records Request – Jim Rust reviewed a complaint from Brian Christman about not receiving the 
copies of public records that he had requested. Mr. Rust reported that he had spoken to Deputy Secretary of 
State, Bill Dalton, and came away with the suggestion that Mr. Christman supply an exact written list of 
documents that he wanted to see. Mr. Rust, Jim Fitzgerald, Sandy Grenier and Dan Scott will review the list 
and provide everything that is in the Town’s possession to produce. Daniel Kimbell said he thought Mr. 
Christman had already submitted a list and the Town had provided everything they had. 
 

VLCT – Date for Special SelectBoard Meeting – The date for the special SelectBoard meeting 
with VLCT, to discuss the Town Manager search and health insurance, was set for 
Wednesday, May 19 at 6:00p.m. at the Welcome Center. 
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Committees and Appointments – Since there are no funds for the building committee at 
this time, Bryon Quatrini and Bernard Timson suggested that the building committee be 
put on hold for the time being, setting up a meeting in the next 6 to 12 months. 
 
The Finance Committee was originally set up for planning capitol improvements and assist 
in setting water rates. It was suggested the committee should be re-formed and had a new 
purpose assigned. It was suggested that currently there are too many Town employees on 
the committee. Committees should have a mission statement and bring it to the Town 
Manager to be reviewed by the SelectBoard. General consensus was that a committee 
should work as advisors to the SelectBoard. 
 
Policies and Procedure – The Board decided to ask for more complete job descriptions 
from the Department Heads and Employees, and to have a review of non-union employees’ 
vacation policy to avoid a build up of vacation time that is not planned for in any given 
budget but must be paid unexpectedly. 
 
Downtown Designation – On a motion by Daniel Kimbell, seconded by Bernie Timson, 
the Board unanimously voted to sign an official request for a three-month extension on 
renewal of the Downtown Designation, due to changes in personnel. 
 
Grant Review - Town Manager Jim Fitzgerald reviewed the list of current grants in place 
and their assignments – EHV – Joel Schwartz; Bike Path – Mike Welch to Jim Fitzgerald, 
anticipating transfer of funds in 2011; Railroad Street Lighting Enhancement – Mike 
Welch to Joel Schwartz; St. Johnsbury Center Sidewalk Study – closed; Main Street Study 
– closed; Safe Routes to School – Mike Welch to Jim Fitzgerald; USDA Grants and Loans 
– Water/Sewer Upgrades – Mike Welch, Randy Goodwin & Linda Bunnell to Jim 
Fitzgerald, Randy Goodwin and Linda Bunnell.  
 
Portland Street Bridge – Ready to have official bid signing; Winterset is ready to begin 
construction. 
Hastings Hill – Signed and ready to go – construction to begin immediately with review of 
necessary traffic detours and water shut offs. 
Energy Efficiency Grant – Municipal Building – proposed $40,250 in ARRA funds, 
$6,000 local share. On a motion by Bryon Quatrini and seconded by Daniel Kimbell, the 
Board voted to apply for the energy grant, amended by Bernie Timson to apply for the 
energy grant after a review of the possible upgrades needed to wiring.  
Brown Field Grants – NVDA, Laurie Stillwell – On a motion by Daniel Kimbell, seconded 
by Bernie Timson, the Board voted unanimously to authorize Laurie Still well to proceed 
with the brown field grant through NVDA to identify contaminated areas, brown fields, 
etc., specifically Bay Street and other known areas. 
 
Town Manager Jim Fitzgerald reported that the engineering agreement for Hastings Hill 
has been signed and there will be a public informational meeting next week. As for the 
General Fund financial report – Until the May 25 vote (and after if it does not pass) the 
Town is operating on tax anticipation notes. Spent so far is $679,085 as of April 30. Nancy 
Cohen suggested the Town adopt a fiscal year rather than calendar year – it has been 
discussed previously with no good operation plan developed. Some discussion on the 
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procedure if the vote fails. Sandy Grenier pointed out that another vote could be held, by 
statute, with only 7 days notice. 
 
General Fund Survey – Four proposals for the general fund survey were discussed. Sandy 
Grenier reminded the Board that the survey could not be manned at an inside table, but left 
outside the polling place and left to the discretion of the voters whether or not they wished 
to fill it out. Larry Sharer said he would send a separate letter to each of the absentee 
voters, since the survey could not be mailed with the ballots anyway. On a motion by Rod 
Lamotte, seconded by Bryon Quatrini, the Board moved to use the survey that was most 
definitive on the questions. 
 
Manager’s Report - The Manager had the agreement for engineering services on Hastings 
Hill, and on a motion by Bryon Quatrini, seconded by Daniel Kimbell, the Board voted 
unanimously to authorize the Town Manager to sign the agreement. On the status of the 
meter pit at Weidmann Electronics, Mr. Fitzgerald said it should be completed by the end 
of May, per Dan Scott.  
 
Sandy Grenier requested that, even though this was a year in which they would normally 
ask for bids on the auditing job, she would like to stay with Corrette and Associates for one 
more year, because of  recent changes in personnel. On a motion by Bryon Quatrini, 
seconded by Daniel Kimbell, the Board voted unanimously to enter into a one-year 
contract with Corrette and Associates for the audit.  
 
Mr. Fitzgerald reported that the State was set on issuing a liquor license to the name of the 
Front Row Tavern, with Mr. Ricker as proprietor. The Board decided on general consensus 
that they had approved the license in Mr. Ricker’s name only, and they would only 
approve it to be in his name. Approved liquor license for Sodexo for alumni activities. 
 
Priscilla Messier presented a letter on a parking problem on Lafayette Street, where a car is 
often parked on a corner, leaving a blind spot for drivers; also a request for a stop sign at 
the intersection of Lackey Hill and Spaulding Road. Bryon Quatrini suggested a site visit 
for both places before making any determination. 
 
Sandy Grenier asked the Board to approve a rollover of funds from the 457 plan for an 
employee who is leaving the Town’s employ.  This was unanimously approved on a 
motion by Bryon Quatrini and seconded by Daniel Kimbell. 
 
The Board voted to go into executive session to discuss personnel issues and union 
grievance. The Board came out of executive session at approximately 8:35 with no further 
business conducted. Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Ida W. Rainville 
Executive Secretary 
 


