
MINUTES  - SPECIAL SELECTBOARD MEETING 

 JULY 29, 2010 – 6:00 PM - MUNICIPAL BOARD ROOM 

 
ATTENDANCE: Chairman Jim Rust, Daniel Kimbell, Rodney Lamotte, Bryon Quatrini, Bernard 

Timson, and interim Town Manager James Fitzgerald.  
 

Also present: Zoning and Planning administrator Priscilla Messier, Linda Bunnell, Assistant Treasurer, 

Ida Rainville, Executive Secretary, Larry Sharer, Assistant Clerk, Kevin Oddy, Bill Vermeulen, Nancy 

Cohen, Marcella Lamotte, Jim Impey, Lorraine Impey, David Lenton, Cindy Robillard, Ray LaBounty, 

Jr., Lisa Briggs, Mike Fortier, Tim Angell, Erin Quatrini, Martin Cherry, Brian Christman, Mary 

Lunderville, Gary Lunderville, Martha Hanson, Claude Donna, Bob South, David McGregor, Taylor 

Reed from the Caledonian Record, and the KATV news crew. 
 

Chairman Rust called the meeting to order with the Pledge at 6:00 pm.  
 

Zoning Administration Office: 

Chairman Rust reported that the zoning office would be vacant as of  August 1, and indicated that he had 

discussed with Martha Hanson and Alan Ruggles the process of replacing the zoning and planning 

administrator. They will start requesting applications for the position, with the zoning board and 

development review board making a recommendation for the appointment by the Selectboard. Martha 

Hanson agreed not to rush to fill the permanent position. Daniel Kimbell expressed the appreciation of 

the Town and the Selectboard for Priscilla Messier’s 28 years of service to the Town. 
 

Town Manager Discussion: 

Upon the resignation of interim Town Manager Jim Fitzgerald, Jim Rust indicated, contrary to rumors, he 

would not seek the title of Town Manager, and that Secretary Markowitz had indicated that in no 

circumstance should any member of the Selectboard assume the title and duties of the Town Manager. 

Discussion centered around Secretary Markowitz’s opinion vs. the Town Attorney, Ed Zuccaro, who said 

the Board could vote to appoint whomever they chose to sit as interim Town Manager. Rod Lamotte 

made the motion to appoint Jim Rust to have the general day to day responsibility for the operations of 

the Town Manager’s Office. The motion was seconded by Bernard Timson. Daniel Kimbell questioned 

the legality of this motion in light of Secretary Markowitz’s opinion. On a motion by Daniel Kimbell, 

seconded by Bryon Quatrini, the Board voted to go into executive session at 6:10 to confer with Town 

Attorney Ed Zuccaro on the matter.  
 

The Board emerged from Executive Session at 6:40. After conferring with both Mr. Zuccaro and 

Secretary Markowitz, Mr. Rust indicated the Board would table the decision until Monday, August 2 at a 

4:00 pm special meeting.  
 

Chairman Jim Rust extended his appreciation to Interim Town Manager Jim Fitzgerald, and issued the 

following statement: 

 

“I wish to apologize to Mr. Fitzgerald for the actions of Monday night. I want to thank you 

for your service to the town of St. Johnsbury during these difficult times. Your fresh insight 

has helped a great deal. I wish you all the best in the future.” 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:45. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Ida W. Rainville 

Executive Secretary 


