
 

 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE ST. JOHNSBURY SELECTBOARD 

JANUARY 8, 2013 

 

The St. Johnsbury Selectboard met on the first floor of the Pomerleau building on Tuesday, 

January 8, 2013 at 5 p.m. for a special meeting. Present were Chairman Jim Rust, Vice Chairman 

Alan Ruggles, Bernie Timson, Kevin Oddy, Rodney Lamotte. 

 

The meeting was opened with the pledge of allegiance at 5:00 pm. 

 

Attendance:  Joseph Rieckerman, Town Clerk/Treasurer Stacy Jewell, Town Attorney Kyle 

Sipples, Sharon Heidemann, Janet Quatrini, Cindy Robillard, Ray Labounty, Susan Dugan, Tony 

Greenwood. 

 

Press Attendance: Taylor Reed of Caledonian Record, and Shawn Gaffney of KATV. 

 

Chairman Rust introduced Don Jutten of Municipal Resources, Inc. (MRI), and Merelise 

O’Connor.  A motion by Lamotte, seconded by Timson to accept the contract from MRI for the 

services of Interim Town Manager Merelise O’Connor.  Alan Ruggles asked that MRI sends info 

out to all board members.  Janet Quatrini wanted to know what happened to the local people 

who had applied for this position.  Chairman Rust said that 1 of them declined the position 

when asked, and the board decided to go with MRI on December 28th.  Alan Ruggles stated that 

others were discussed but that MRI would offer the town a good transition until and after new 

town manager is hired.  Janet Quatrini wanted to know what authorities the interim manager 

has.  Chairman Rust said have they vote on the contract and appoint her by name she will have 

the full authority of a town manager that state statues allow.  Cindy Robillard asked how 

Merelise would bring herself up to speed.  Merelise state that she will meet with all department 

heads, Selectboard, and residents.  Don Jutten stated that they will follow best practiced 

standards.  Ray Labounty wanted to know if all board members knew about Merelise and that 

they have been informed of what’s been happing.  Chairman Rust stated that he didn’t know 

that she was coming until Thursday afternoon before meeting.  Ray Labounty wanted to know if 

all the board members knew Merelise would be in the office on Friday and Monday.  Alan 

Ruggles stated yes, that is was discussed in executive session.  Ray Labounty wanted to know 

how Merelise would communicate with Selectboard.  Merelise stated that she would 

communicate with all and follow decisions of the majority of the board.  Janet Quatrini wanted 

to know how much this was going to cost.  Chairman Rust states that it’s $71 per hour plus $25 

dollars a day for travel, no benefits are being paid.  The vote to accept the contract as written 

with MRI was unanimous.  



 

 

 A motion by Oddy, seconded by Timson to appoint Merelise O’Connor interim town manager, 

vote was unanimous. 

A request by Chairman Rust for an executive session for contract, legal, personal.  A motion by 

Ruggles, seconded by Lamotte, vote was unanimous. 

A motion by Oddy, seconded by Ruggles to come out of executive session at 6:00 p.m., vote 

was unanimous.  

A motion by Oddy, seconded by Ruggles The board authorizes the interim town manager to use 

up to $2500 to secure supplemental services from MRI as maybe required for IT and Finance, 

and she will keep the board up to date.  The vote was unanimous. 

A motion by Lamotte, seconded by Oddy to adjourn, vote was unanimous. 

 

 

 


