
 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE ST. JOHNSBURY SELECTBOARD 

JANUARY 14, 2013 

 

The St. Johnsbury Selectboard met on the first floor of the Pomerleau building on Monday, 

January 14, 2013 at 7 p.m. for a special meeting. Present were Chairman Jim Rust, Vice 

Chairman Alan Ruggles, Bernie Timson, Kevin Oddy, Rodney Lamotte. 

 

The meeting was opened with the pledge of allegiance at 7:00 pm. 

 

Attendance:  Brian Christman, Larry Crist (Red Cross), Cindy Robillard, Avery Rowell, Donna 

Rowell, Jill Mathers (Lyndon Sports Assoc.), Laura Tobin, Jessica Rubin, Janet Quatrini, Tom 

Moore, Ray Labounty Jr., Jim Impey, Joseph Rieckman, Tim Angell, Eric Grims (NEKHS), Sharon 

Heidemann, Werner Heidemann, Meg Baldor, Pat Swartz, Tim Persons, Hugh Wescott, Chad 

Whitehead, Town Clerk/Treasurer Stacy Jewell. 

 

Press Attendance: Taylor Reed of Caledonian Record, and KATV. 

 

Public Comment:  Chairman Rust introduced Merelise O’Connor as our Interim Town Manager, 

and went over the agenda to let the residents know that organizations would be presenting for 

their request of special appropriations.  Laura Tobin and Jessica Reuben gave out information 

about tar sands free Vermont, and wanted to know if the Selectboard had received information 

that they had previously sent.  The Selectboard hadn’t received the information, so Laura was 

going to send it again to the town manager.  The board wanted to look at the information and 

talk about it as an agenda item at the next meeting.  Cindy Robillard wanted to know about the 

amended contract with MRI.  Chairman Rust stated that the contract had not been amended.  

Cindy Robillard wanted to know if the board had any information on the market survey done by 

UVM.  Chairman Rust said it was being done through the planning commission and Sue Cherry 

would have more information about it.  Ray Labounty made a comment that the TV should not 

be referred back to for what happened during a meeting, that the minutes should reflect what 

happened during a meeting.  Brian Christman wanted to know the status of the police 

investigation.  Chairman Rust said he spoke with the Commander of the Vermont State Police 

and he suggested with use a private investigator to gather information.  Brian Christman asked 

about emails between Ralph Nelson and Alan Ruggles, and then gave a public records request 

to the board.  Rodney Lamotte made a comment about how the Caledonian Record made no 

mention of the Ray Labounty lawsuit in their story, and it has been one our other costly suits.  

Ray Labounty stated that the town has wasted money by not moving forward.  Janet Quatrini 

asked if the state police refused to investigate.  Chairman Rust stated that they recommended 

we use a private investigator.  Tom Moore wanted to know what the cost would be for the 



 

 

investigator.  Brian Christman wanted to know more from Bernie Timson about information be 

leaked out of executive session.  Bernie Timson said that someone is given information out that 

is discussed in executive session that shouldn’t be out there.  Janet Quatrini stated there is a lot 

of scuttlebutt in town about various information.  Chairman Rust agreed and then we need to 

move forward.   

 

Minutes:  November 5th-motion by Ruggles, seconded by Lamotte, vote unanimous approved.  

November 26th-motion by Ruggles, seconded by Oddy, vote unanimous approved. December 

3rd-motion by Oddy, seconded by Ruggles, vote unanimous approved. December 17th-motion by 

Ruggles, seconded by Oddy, vote unanimous approved. December 27 to January 8th minutes 

tabled until board has time to review them.   

 

Warrants: Payroll and accounts payable, motion by Ruggles, seconded by Lamotte, vote 

unanimous, approved.  Liquor License Renewals, motion by Lamotte, seconded by Oddy, vote 

unanimous, approved. 

 

Special Appropriations: American Red Cross $1,800.00, Area Agency on Aging $7,200.00, 

Caledonia Home Health Care $18,382.50, Catamount Arts $4,000.00, Good Living Senior Center 

$12,000.00, NEK Human Services $7,983.00, St. Johnsbury Kiwanis Pool $14,400.00, Lyndon 

Area Sports Assoc. $1,000.00, Umbrella $9,500.00. 

Town Manager Report: The purchase of equipment for the new police truck was approved, 

$1600.  We have had budget work sessions with each department head.  We have started 

working on easements for the north side project as it is to go to bid early March. Chad 

Whitehead had amendments to be signed for the CWRLF application.  An amendment for the 

Railroad Street enhancement project of $15000 for the west side sidewalk. A motion by 

Ruggles, seconded by Oddy, vote unanimous, approved.  A proposal for Ely Street CSO project 

for $18,500.  A motion by Ruggles, seconded by Timson, vote unanimous, approved.  Town has 

put in for $862k worth of reimbursements from USDA.  An amendment for sampling at the 

KNTT property through the Brownfields for $28502.38 with Merelise having permission to sign 

off.  A motion by Lamotte, seconded by Timson, vote unanimous, approved.  Money will be 

reimbursed through the grant.   

Executive Session: 9:00 pm  Collective bargaining, Town Manager search, Industrial Park Board 

Contract. A motion by Timson, seconded by Lamotte, vote unanimous to move into executive 

session. 10:05 a motion by Oddy, seconded by Ruggles, vote unanimous to move out of 

executive session.  No action to be taken at this time.   

A motion by Timson, seconded by Lamotte, vote unanimous to adjourn.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


