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ST. JOHNSBURY BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, JUNE 24, 2013 

 

 

The St. Johnsbury Selectboard met in the Pomerleau Building, 1
st
 floor on Monday, June 24, 

2013 at 7:00 p.m. for the Regular Meeting of the Selectboard.  Present were:  Chairman Kevin 

Oddy, Vice Chairman Ruggles, Jim Rust, Jeff Moore, Tom Moore, and Town Manager John Hall. 

 

PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – see attached 

 

PRESS 

Present were: Caledonian-Record & KATV.  

 

At 7:00 p.m., the Regular Meeting was called to order.  All stood and recited the Pledge of 

Allegiance.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Bernie Timson wanted to know about the Town Police Department patrolling on Route 18 by 

Stiles Pond. In the past the town had to have a contract with the sheriff’s department to patrol 

any roads outside of the special service district.  Town Manager John Hall stated that the water 

filter plant covers most of the special service district. Mr. Timson thinks a contract should be 

signed between the town Police Department and the Water Department.   

Brian Christman said he has not found a lot of trash along the guardrail around Stiles Pond.  He 

questioned who has permission to enter the water plant now the gate is up.  Town Manger Hall 

stated that it up to Dan Gray who manages the plant.  Chairman Oddy suggested there be a 

conversation between the Town Manger and Dan Gray.   

There was some more discussion about the town police being at the water plant that is in 

Waterford.  

Scoop Dunn asked about the status of the pending lawsuits.  Chairman Oddy stated they are still 

in litigation.  

Nancy Cohen suggested the Selectboard purchase and read the newest edition of Roberts Rules 

of Order.   

Mike Fortier thanked the board for the follow up on the recall language.  He also commented on 

the appearance of the town and how the town was going to improve it. 

Lisa Briggs wanted to know about the work schedules of the Public Works department.  

Chairman Oddy stated they work 4 ten hour days in the summer, and 5 eight hour days in the 

winter.  

Tim Persons commented that residents should spend more time volunteering in the beatification 

of the town then complaining about it. 

 

MINUTES 

 On a motion by Alan Ruggles, second by Jeff Moore the minutes of the June 10, 2013 

Selectboard minutes were approved with the changes to a sentence on page 5. Vote was 

unanimous. 
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Catering License 

On a motion by Alan Ruggles, seconded by Jeff Moore the catering request for Dylan’s Café was 

approved, vote was unanimous, Jim Rust abstained. 

 

Delinquent Taxes and Utilities 

Town Treasurer Stacy Jewell stated that there had been $22,640.55 of delinquent taxes and 

$13,559.28 of delinquent utilities paid since the June 10
th

 meeting. Bernie Timson wanted to 

know what the process was for shutting water off and why are we just doing it now.  Town 

Treasurer replied that her office sent out notices every month and that it’s not up to her office to 

turn water off.  The town has not been consistent with the process.  Jim Rust commented that 

now the Selectboard has voted for a week every year to hold tax sales that we need to continue to 

be consistent.  

 

Grader Financing 

The Selectboard was given a packet with the cost of repairs to the grader for a total of $76,000.  

They were also given the information from the lease companies who bid on the purchase of a 

new grader. Hugh Wescott also stated that the $76,000 figure did not include tires which are 

about $1,500 each as well as the rental fee for a grader of about $8,000 per month while the 

current one was being repaired if we chose to go that route. This would bring the total closer to 

$90,000 – $100,000 for repairs.  There were questions asked about the repairs and if all of them 

that were listed were necessary or could we get by.  Hugh Wescott stated that the radiator was 

leaking and new tires were needed now, but major parts could break at any time.  There were 

questions about the budget process and was the grader included.  Chairman Oddy stated yes, the 

purchase of the grader was talked about and we have $75,000 in reserves budget line to use if we 

choose to.  The Treasurer gave the 3 rates presented were 2.59%, 3.17%, and 2.26%.  Finance 

Officer David Ormiston recommended that the town go with Volvo Financial at 2.26% for 5 

years, with first payment of $34,469.28 due at closing. On a motion by Alan Ruggles, seconded 

by Tom Moore to take the Finance Officers recommendation and finance a Volvo Grader, vote 

was Jim Rust & Jeff Moore “No”, Alan Ruggles & Tom Moore “Yes”, with Chairman Oddy 

breaking the tie with a yes.   

 

2011 Audit 

Bonnie Batchelder answered questions from the public regarding the 2011 audit.  The area the 

town needs to improve on is Grant Management.  With the hiring of the Finance Officer, and 

more staff in the Treasurer’s office the town is moving in the right direction.  The finances of the 

town are okay, the systems that we use are great, but we need to get more training from NEMRC.  

The Town needs to implement a Capital Improvements plan. 

 

Trolley Grant 

Ben Luna sent information to the town manager for a Trolley Grant for the town.  Jeff Moore 

asked to table the discussion because Ben Luna wasn’t able to attend the meeting, as the board 

had a lot of questions.  Jim Rust commented that the next meeting was July 8
th

, with the grant 

deadline being July 15.  Discussion was tabled until next meeting.  
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RR Street Enhancement 

Scott Beck commented that the lights are going to cost $5500 a piece, and he was waiting on 

some information from the town of Danville who has the lights that may be a better fit.  He also 

wants to have a discussion about the parking meters.  A meeting will be set up with Chief of 

Police Clem Houde, Town Manager John Hall, and Scott Beck to come up with a plan for 

parking & enforcement. 

 

Town Managers Report 

Town Treasurer gave the Selectboard the resolution to add Maureen Webster as a third check 

signer.  On a motion by Alan Ruggles, seconded by Jeff Moore to accept the resolution and add 

Maureen Webster as a third check signer, vote was unanimous. 

Town Manager John  Hall wants to put a piece of the towns property obtained in a tax sale, a 

falling in house and lot out to bid with the condition it be torn down.  Jim Rust made a motion to 

put it out to bid with a condition it be torn down or rehabilitated within 12 months. Motion was 

seconded by Alan Ruggles, vote was unanimous. 

2013 Municipal Planning grant needed to have Town Manager John Hall added as an authorized 

signor.  A motion by Alan Ruggles, seconded by Tom Moore to add John Hall the grant, vote was 

unanimous. 

History & Heritage sent a letter stating they were not longer interested in the purchase of the 

armory, due to the cost of testing and remediation of possible PCB contaminants.  Town Manager 

John Hall stated the building is again the full responsibility of the town and the roof needs to be 

fixed before winter. There was discussion about putting the building up for sale, or tearing it 

down.  Chairman Oddy is going to clarify if the building can be torn down.  On a motion from 

Jim Rust, seconded by Jeff Moore for the Town Manager is to get bids for the repair of the roof, 

vote was unanimous. 

The town received 1 bid from JP Sicard on the CSO project.  Town Manager John Hall stated 

that we need to finish some loan documents before project can start. 

Selectboard needed to sign the “Report of Doings” on the South Main Street right of way, Jeff 

Moore abstained as he was not in attendance during the public hearing on this issue.  

Jim Rust wanted to thank Marion Stuart from NEKYS, and Ken Gordon from Area Agency on 

Aging for their years of service. 

 

10:15 A motion by Jeff Moore seconded by Alan Ruggles to adjourn, vote was unanimous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes approved 7/8/13 


