
1 
 

ST. JOHNSBURY BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2013 

 

The St. Johnsbury Selectboard met in the Pomerleau Building, 1
st
 floor on Monday, 

October 28, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. for the Regular Meeting of the Selectboard.  Present were:  

Chairman Kevin Oddy, Vice Chairman Alan Ruggles, Jim Rust, Tom Moore, Jeff Moore, 

Town Clerk Stacy Jewell, Town Manager John Hall, Finance Officer David Ormiston. 

PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – see attached 

 

PRESS 

Present were: Taylor Reed from the Caledonian-Record, and KATV. 

 

On a motion by Ruggles and T. Moore the minutes of the Oct.14, 2013 meeting were 

approved. 

J. Moore abstained. 

 

On a motion by Rust and J. Moore the warrants were approved. 

 

On a motion by J. Moore and T. Moore a catering license to Sodexo for a Nov. 6, 2013 

event at the former Black Bear on Hastings Hill was approved. 

Rust abstained. 

 

On a motion by Ruggles and Rust the fees for dog licenses were increased by $2.00. 

 

On a motion by Rust and J. Moore adjustments to the grand list that increased the grand 

list by $4097.65 and increased the taxes to be collected by $2349.44 were approved. 

 

Willie Nickerson and Sue Cherry presented three amendments to the town ordinances to 

the board and public to review and comment on. The amendments were to Ch7-License 

and Business Regulations, Ch8-Misc. Offenses and Ch12 Traffic and Vehicles. There was 

quite a bit of discussion and several suggestions for changes. Those comments will be 

considered and the proposed amendments will be brought back to the board at a later date.   

 

Hall reported that the $5,100,000 Clean Water Revolving Loan (CWRLF) for the CSO 

project has been approved. The original interest had been quoted at 2% but in negotiations 

it was agreed the town would pay $101,674.49 that the state determined was still owed on 

a 1993 CSO planning loan. In return the state agreed to reduce the interest rate on the 

CWRLF from 2% to 0%. This reduction will save the town over $1,100,000 over the life 

of the loan. 

 

Bonnie Batchelder recommended that if the Selectboard was interested in reversing some 

of the actions they took at their July 8th meeting, regarding reserve funds, they should do 

so before she signs the audit and it is finalized. In July it was believed that the 2012 fiscal 

year had ended with a surplus and at Bill Hall’s recommendation the board approved 

designating most of the surplus to the reserve funds. However, the audit is showing that the 
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town ended 2012 with a significant deficit and therefore the Finance Officer recommends 

reversing the allocations made on July 8
th
. The board made a motion by Alan Ruggles and 

seconded by Jeff Moore to re-designate the following from reserve funds to the general 

fund (general fund, special services fund, highway fund) as unallocated money: 

 

$160,000 from the highway construction reserve fund 

$30,000 from the highway equipment reserve fund 

$35,000 from the sign replacement reserve fund 

$8,645.67 from the police equipment reserve fund 

 

 

Hall reported to the board that Robert Audette has appealed his property assessment 

directly to superior court. 

 

Hall met with Vermont Secretary of Natural Resources, Deb Markowitz, and discussed the 

EPA regulations that are aimed at decreasing the nitrogen load going into the Connecticut 

River and then Long Island Sound. He is planning to talk with other towns whose treated 

water is also going into the river and arrange a meeting with the Secretary to explain the 

potential costs that will be passed on to the taxpayers for a solution that is suspect at best. 

 

At 8:20PM on a motion by J. Moore and Rust the board voted to go into executive session 

to discuss union contract negotiations. 

 

At 9:15 P.M. the board came out of executive session and on a motion by Rust and J. 

Moore voted to adjourn. 

 

 


