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Minutes- FINAL 
Meeting of the St Johnsbury Select board 

March 28, 2016 at 6:00PM-Pomerleau Building 
 
Present- SB: Kevin Oddy, Jeff Moore, Tom Moore, Tim Angell, Jamie Murphy 
 
Staff- Chad Whitehead, Stacy Jewell, Lesley Russ, Joe Kasprzak, Hugh Wescott 
 
Press- Taylor Reed, KATV, Channel 7 
 
Meeting opened at 6:00PM  
 
Public Comment:   

 Dave Timson asked if there were any additional information on the Work Camp, and 
Jeff Moore indicated there was not 

Minutes: 

 On a motion by Jamie Murphy and second by Tom Moore the minutes were tabled 
until the next meeting. 

 Warrants:  

 On a motion by Tom Moore and a second by Tim Angell, the Warrants were approved. 
 
Liquor Licenses:  

 On a motion by Tim Angell and a second by Kevin Oddy the following liquor licenses 
were approved- Jamie Murphy abstained: 

o Saint J Brewery 
o VFW 
o Bailiwicks 
o Heath Enterprises (Ramunto’s) 
o Whiskey Den 
o Kham’s Thai Cuisine 
o Kingdom Tap Room 
o Riley’s Fish Shack 
o St. Johnsbury Country Club 
o RL Operating Company (Mooseriver Lake & Lodge) 

 
Appointments: 

 On a motion by Jamie Murphy and a second by Kevin Oddy Michelle Downing was 
appointed to the CALEX board. 

 On a motion by Jamie Murphy and a second by Tom Moore Paul Bengtson was 
appointed to the Tax Stabilization Committee.  

 On a motion by Kevin and second by Tom Moore, Paul Laramie and Bob Swartz were 
appointed to the board of assessment.   

 

Riverfront Grant: 

 Adam Kane of the Riverfront Committee presented information about a grant 
application for a land purchase of 0.6 acres below the Portland Street Bridge, at about 
119 Bay Street, currently owned by Advanced Disposal Inc.  The parcels are infilled 
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lands and have limited development potential.  The grant is from Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board and requires a 1/3 match.  The Committee needs a letter of 
support for the grant application. 

 Jeff Moore requested that the Committee ask the owner if they would be willing to 
donate the match. 

 Pat Swartz asked what the plans would be, and Adam indicated it would be for a park 
with open public space. 

 Stacy Jewell indicated that if the property were owned by the Town, the value of the 
property would be removed from the Grand List. 

 Brian LeBlanc of St Johnsbury indicated that the Concord Avenue Park currently was 
not used much and requested the project be postponed until more use was generated at 
existing riverfront parks.  Brian also indicated that prior reports indicated the Portland 
Street Bridge was due for replacement or removal in the near future, and indicated that 
this would have a large effect on the value of these parcels if the bridge were to be 
removed. 

 Joe Kasprzak indicated that the taxes on the parcel were currently $2,200 and event 
revenue could possible offset the loss. 

 On a motion by Jamie Murphy and second by Tim Angell the board agreed to provide a 
letter of support for the application of a grant by the Riverfront Committee for the 
purchase of the two parcels of land discussed. 
 

Draft Water/Sewer Budget Presentation: 

 Chad Whitehead presented an outline of the proposed water and sewer budgets for the 
Board and public to review and provide comment at future meetings.  The budget needs 
to be finalized prior to July 1, but rates can be adjusted by the board at any time.   

 Items to consider when determining rates include the future capital improvement 
projects, CSO rule modifications currently under review with Legislature and grants 
provided in the State of Vermont Capital bill currently under review. 

Water Treatment Facility and Phase 2 Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvement Bond 
Resolution: 

 The bond resolution paperwork was reviewed by the board which proposed three 
articles for voter approval for a special election which will be held on May 10, 2016 at 
the Town Garage on Almshouse Road between 10:00am and 7:00 PM. 

 Kevin Oddy indicated that the Board of Civil Authority gave permission for a change of 
venue for this special election. 

 On a motion by Jamie Murphy and second by Tom Moore the board approved the 
adoption of the following resolution: 

RESOLVED, that the public interest and necessity demand the replacement of the 
construction of public water supply system and public sewerage system improvements, namely, 
(1) wastewater treatment facility improvements including replacement of the Hood Pump 
Station force main, at an estimated cost of $500,000; (2) primary treatment and solids 
processing improvements at the wastewater treatment facility, including digester, screening and 
boiler replacements, combined sewer separation within the Oak Street Drainage Area, 
replacement of the Oak Street Sewer pump station, and water line replacements, at an 
estimated cost of $5,250,000; and (3) renovation and replacement of water plant storage 
treatment and processing components at an estimated cost of $4,780,000; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost of completing the Town’s share 
of the costs of constructing such improvements, after application of available state and federal 
grants-in-aid, and the application of available reserves, will be too great to be paid out of the 
annual revenue of the Town; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that proposals for the issuance of general 
obligation bonds of the Town in the aggregate amount not to exceed Ten Million Five 
Hundred Thirty Thousand Dollars ($10,530,000) to pay for its cost of the same, subject to 
reduction through the receipt of any state or federal grants-in-aid and other financial assistance, 
should be submitted to the legal voters of the Town at a special meeting thereof to be duly called 
and held for that purpose on May 10, 2016; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all acts relating to the proposition of 
incurring bonded indebtedness and the issuance of general obligation bonds of the Town of St. 
Johnsbury for the purpose of constructing and operating said improvements within and without 
the corporate limits of the Town be in accordance with the provisions of No. 231 of the Acts of 
1965, as amended, and Chapters 53, 89, 97, 101 and 120 of Title 24, Vermont Statutes 
Annotated; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the attached Warning and form of 
Ballot be adopted for use in connection with consideration of the above-stated proposition of 
making said public improvements and incurring bonded indebtedness therefor. 

 
CDBG Planning Grant Informational Meeting: 

 Joe Kasprzak provided information regard a housing study planning grant the Town 
was applying for with the Housing Committee. 

 The grant would be to pay for a housing assessment for current housing stock in the 
Town of St Johnsbury.   

 The max grant is $30,000 with a 25% match, which could be “in-kind services” 
discussions with VCDP indicated that work by the code enforcement/compliance 
officer budgeted for in the 2016/2017 budget would be eligible as a match. 

 On a motion by Kevin Oddy and second by Tom Moore the board adopted the 
following resolution: 

1. That Applicant possesses the legal authority as defined in the State Act [10 VSA 
§683(8)] to apply for the grant and to administer the program; and 
2. That Applicant apply for a grant under the terms and conditions of said program and agree 
hereby to enter into Certifications and Assurances there of; and 
3. The Applicant has a duly adopted and current Municipal Plan Adopted 9/15/2011and 
that the project is consistent with said plan; and 
4. The Applicant has received documentation from the Regional Planning Commission that 
the project is consistent with the “Regional Plan; and 
5. Joseph Kasprzak that is hereby authorized to be Contact Person and as such to provide, on 
behalf of Applicant, all documents and information necessary for the completion of said 
application and to provide such coordination as may be necessary for said application; and 
6. That Chad Whitehead, Title Town Manager who is either the Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO), as defined by 10 VSA §683(8), or is the Town Manager, the City Manager, or the 
Town Administrator, is hereby designated to serve as the Authorizing Official (AO) for the 
Grants Management On-line System, Intelligrants; and 
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7. That it is understood that, if the application is funded, the receipt of VCDP funds, as 
federal funds passed through the State of Vermont, may require that an audit of the Applicant 
be conducted under the provisions of the Single Audit Act, as amended, and that VCDP 
funds may be used to fund only a limited portion of the audit cost. 
 
 
 

Town Manager’s Report 

 Benjamin Barnett of St Johnsbury Academy presented his capstone project to the select 
board, which included a new mural at the skateboard park.  On a motion by Jamie 
Murphy and second by Tom Moore the board approved his project mural.  

 
Other Business: 

 Brian LeBlanc discussed the Goss Hollow Cemetery and a suggestion by Andy 
Dusseault to rename the cemetery to Ayre Cemetery.  The Board suggested a petition to 
rename the cemetery should be started and Chad Whitehead indicated he would get 
some information from Andy to distribute to the board. 

 Susan Cherry indicated that tomorrow’s Planning Commission meeting was the first 
public hearing for the development of a new definition for Commercial Event Venue.  
And the Town Plan First Draft would be available by mid-April. 

 

Executive Session: 

 On a motion by Tom Moore and second by Tim Angell, the board voted the need to go 
into executive session to discuss a personnel matter under the provisions of Title 1, Sec. 
313(3)(a)(3) of the Vermont State Statutes. 

 On a motion by Jamie Murphy and second by Tim Angell the board voted to enter 
executive session, and invited the Town Manager. 

 On a motion by Jamie Murphy and second by Tim Angell, the board voted to come out 
of executive session.  The chair had nothing to report. 

 

The meeting adjourned on a motion by Tom Moore and second by Kevin Oddy. 


