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Minutes- DRAFT 
Special Meeting of the St Johnsbury Select board 

May 2, 2016 at 6:00PM-Pomerleau Building 
 
Present- SB: Jeff Moore, Kevin Oddy, Tim Angell 
 
Staff- Chad Whitehead, Joe Kasprzak 
 
Press- Taylor Reed, KATV 
 
Meeting opened at 6:00PM  
 
Informational Meeting for Water and Wastewater Bond Vote: 

A presentation was given by Town Manager Chad Whitehead, and Red Dufresne and Randy 

Goodwin of Dufresne Group on the three bond articles. 

The bond vote would be held at the Town Garage at 217 Almshouse Road, in St Johnsbury VT 

by Australian Ballot, and the poles would be open from 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM.   

These articles included the following:  

ARTICLE I: Shall $500,000 of the proceeds of bonds authorized by the Town of St. Johnsbury 

at the March 3, 2015 special meeting thereof be expended for wastewater treatment facility 

improvements and the replacement of the Hood Pump Station force main? 

 

ARTICLE II: Shall general obligation bonds of the Town of St. Johnsbury in an amount not to 

exceed Five Million Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($5,250,000), subject to reduction 

from available state and federal grants-in-aid, be issued for the purpose of financing the cost of 

primary treatment and solids processing improvements at the wastewater treatment facility, 

including digester, screening and boiler replacements, combined sewer separation within the 

Oak Street Drainage Area, replacement of the Oak Street sewer pump station and water line 

replacement, the aggregate estimated cost of such improvements being Five Million Two 

Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($5,250,000)? 

 

ARTICLE III: Shall general obligation bonds of the Town of St. Johnsbury in an amount not 

to exceed Four Million Seven Hundred Eighty Thousand Dollars ($4,780,000), subject to 

reduction from the receipt of available state and federal grants-in-aid, be issued for the purpose 

of financing the cost of renovating and replacing water plant storage, treatment and processing 

systems, the aggregate estimated cost of such improvements being Four Million Seven Hundred 

Eighty Thousand Dollars ($4,780,000). 

Bernie Timson asked if the Plymouth painting company that looked at the tanks and estimated 

repainting for $80,000-$100,000 was considered.  Red Dufresne responded by saying that they 

did reach out to this company, but they did not formalize a proposal and did not provide 
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references.  The problem that was not addressed by this process was expansion differences 

between the coating and the steel of the tanks. 

Bernie Timson stated that there were issues at the plant with worker safety, and Red Dufresne 

indicated that the proposed construction would eliminate the confined space. 

Will Nickerson asked what the terms were on the worst case scenario financial example 

provided were and Chad Whitehead indicated that it was assuming 2.5% interest rates and 40 

years for water and 30 years for wastewater project loans. 

Will Nickerson asked if there would be a reduction in chemical use and Red Dufresne indicated 

that there was a hope there would be, but based on pilot testing to date, there would not. 

Joe Braman asked if there were chemical storage and safety issues at the wastewater treatment 

facility as well and Red Dufresne indicated that there was less of an issue there. 

Joe Braman indicated that the Westside Project included CSO separation, and asked if these 

projects were similar and Red Dufresne stated that Oak Street Drainage area was on the list of 

CSO’s. 

Will Nickerson asked if there was anywhere he could get additional information and Chad 

Whitehead said info was available at www.stjvt.com 

The meeting adjourned on a motion by Kevin Oddy and second by Tim Angell. 

http://www.stjvt.com/

