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Meeting of the St Johnsbury Select board 
August 8, 2016 at 6:00PM-Pomerleau Building 

 
Present- SB: Jeff Moore, Kevin Oddy, Tom Moore, Tim Angell, Jamie Murphy 
 
Staff- Chad Whitehead, Stacy Jewell, Susan Cherry 
 
Press- Taylor Reed, KATV 
 
Meeting opened at 6:00PM  
 
Public Comment:   

 None 
 

Minutes: 

 On a motion by Kevin Oddy and a second by Tom Moore the Minutes of July 25, 2016 
were approved with grammatical and spelling changes. 
 

 Warrants:  

 On a motion by Kevin Oddy and second by Jamie Murphy, the Warrants were 
approved. 

 
Liquor Licenses:  

 None.   
 
Zoning Bylaw Amendments: 

 Jeff Moore updated the board about the public hearing on the proposed changes held 
prior to this meeting.  During the hearing 3 minor changes were discussed including: 

o Recommend definition for Large retail Store should be modified to be “more 
than 25,000 square feet” to make sure that there is not overlap with the 
definition of Retail Store, which is 25,000 square feet or less. 

o Recommend to remove the definition for Service Area so that members of the 
Planning Commission could revisit this section of the bylaws for further review. 

o Recommend removal of the word “large” in the Commercial Event Venue 
definition. 

 On a motion by Kevin Oddy and second by Tim Angell the board approved the zoning 
bylaw amendments with the modifications recommended.  The zoning bylaw 
amendments shall be as follows: 

 

Section 303 Generally Permitted Uses: The following uses are generally permitted in all 

zoning districts. [add: “A zoning permit is required in accordance with Section 202.1.] 

Section 311 Mixed Use:  

 Change Retail sale to Retail Store (to fit with definition) this will stay in Permitted 

Uses. 
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 Add Motor Vehicle Sale and Repair to Conditionally permitted 

Definitions: 

Large Retail store: Currently reads: Shop or store comprising seventy-five thousand 

(75,000) [change to “of more than twenty-five thousand (25,000)”] square feet of gross 

floor area for the sale of retail goods, personal service shop and department store; and shall 

exclude any drive-up service, free-standing retail stand, gasoline service and motor vehicle 

repair service, new and used car sales service, trailer and mobile home sales and service, 

convenience store [add: and controlled substance dispensary.] 

Retail Service: Establishments providing services or entertainment, as opposed to products, 

to the general public, including, [add: but not limited to, ]finance, real estate and insurance, 

photography studios, hair care and grooming services, amusements and recreation services, 

health, educational and social services or dental or eye care offices. 

Retail Store: Shop and store comprising twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet or less of 

gross floor area for the sale of retail goods, personal service shop and department store; 

and shall exclude any drive-up service, temporary stands or vehicles used by street vendors, 

gasoline service and motor vehicle repair service, new and used car sales service, trailer and 

mobile home sales and service, convenience store [add: and controlled substance 

dispensary]. 

Commercial Event Venues:  Outdoor spaces and/or whole or partial buildings, including, but not 

limited to, barns and other accessory structures, offered to the public to conduct  private or public 

functions such as meetings, conferences, exhibits, banquets, and celebrations. Food and beverage 

may be prepared and/or catered at these locations. Appropriate State and Municipal licenses and 

permits must be obtained. 

Commercial Event Venues would be Conditionally Permitted in all districts except Conservation. 

 

Municipal Tax Rate:   

 Stacy Jewell presented the Select Board with the draft tax rates and indicated that these 
are based on the current grand list after the Listers have finished their grievance 
hearings.  She indicated that it appears only 3 properties are going to the Board of Civil 
Authority.  The Tax Rates are based on the budgets approved by voters at Town 
Meeting. 

 On a motion by Kevin Oddy and second by Tom Moore the 2016 St Johnsbury 
Municipal Tax Rates were approved as presented. 
 

Solid Waste Implementation Plan Public Hearing 

 Chad Whitehead indicted that the hearing was necessary to meet the State requirements.  
He indicated that Tara Holt was the Town’s consultant for public outreach and 
educational portions of the plan.   
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Yard Debris Day: 

 Chad Whitehead indicated that the Town would be holding municipal yard debris day at 
the Oak Street pit owned by the Town at the north end of Oak Street on November 5, 
2016 from 8:00AM to noon.  Residents could bring yard debris including leaves, brush, 
and clean untreated wood less then 2inches in diameter to that location for disposal for 
free.   

 Additional information on what could be accepted would be available on the Town’s 
website. 

 

WPL-221 Oak Street Drainage Area Planning Loan 

 Chad Whitehead reviewed the planning loan received for the water main replacement 
within the Oak Street Drainage area, which was part of the infrastructure projects that 
were bonded by voters in the spring of 2016.   

 On a motion by Kevin Oddy and second by Jamie Murphy the board approved the 
Loan Resolution and Certificate and Loan Agreement for WPL-221. 

 

Tree Removal Policy 

 Chad Whitehead reviewed the existing tree ordinances with the board and a draft policy 
to determine how the cost for tree removal should be handled by the Town and 
requested input from the select board prior to finalization. 

 The board agreed with the draft policy which indicated that trees on private property 
that require removal in the opinion of the Tree warden should be removed at the 
property owner’s expense, and the property owner should be given the opportunity to 
appeal decisions of the tree warden to the select board. 
  

Manager’s Report: 

 Railroad Street Construction is underway and the contractor should have the sidewalks 
on the west side of Railroad Street removed by the end of the week.  They will then 
continue with utility installation before moving to the eastern sidewalk. 

 The Auditors have completed their work at the Town offices and indicated to Lesley 
Russ, the Finance Officer that St Johnsbury has one of the more complex accounting 
requirements for Vermont Municipalities, but they were quite impressed with the way 
things were accounted for.  Chad stated that Lesley, as well as Stacy Jewell and the 
Treasurer’s office deserve recognition for this good work. 

 The Housing Committee’s grant for the Housing Assessment has been awarded.  Joe 
Kasprzak has a conference call with the State to determine the level of work required 
for an Architectural Historian which will be included in the work.  The grant is currently 
in a 15 day public comment period before it can be finally approved and work can 
begin. 

 A draft Tax Stabilization contract has been sent to Triplenet, LLC for review and as 
soon as the Town receives their comments we will present to the Select Board for 
review and approval. 

 Road Pitch 2016 was held in St Johnsbury this last week and was successful.  
Approximately 75 people attended and the Road Pitch participants chose Matt Kiley 
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and his Chimney Scrubber to represent St Johnsbury at the October 18th Statewide 
event. 

 There is a Summerville Block Party event scheduled for August 20th from 11am to 3pm 
at the Chet and Pat Buck Park, (Portland Street Ice Rink), organized by DART 2.0 and 
the neighborhood committee and all are welcome to attend. 

 A Chamber Business 2 Business event featuring businesses from the Industrial Park was 
held at the Kingdom Taproom las Wednesday and although attendance was sparse the 
event was successful. 
  

Other Business: 

 Jean Bexanson of St Johnsbury indicated that she had concerns with an individual that 
has been placed on home confinement on Spring Street while awaiting trial for charges 
of sexual assault of a minor.  She indicated that she reported a young man trespassing 
through her yard to enter the individual’s home to the Police and was wondering if 
there was additional measures the Town could do. 

o Jamie Murphy indicated that although Jean brought up valid concerns, the Select 
Board is not a body that has any jurisdiction over these matters. 

o Chad Whitehead indicated that if any resident observes behavior that is 
suspicious, don’t hesitate to contact the Police Department. 

 Kevin Oddy asked about the audit for the Grove Cemetery and Chad indicated that the 
former Cemetery Sexton was working on that. 

 Kevin Oddy requested to have language for the development of the Cemetery 
Commission by the next meeting for the board to review and recommended a 5 person 
commission be formed. 

 Al Dunn of St Johnsbury asked for a status report of the Armory and the Main Street 
Hole. 

o Chad Whitehead indicated that the Town has partially funded the cost for 
planning for a study to determine mitigation required and associated costs and 
was actively seeking the remaining funds.   

o Chad Whitehead indicated that the owners of the hole on Main Street were 
proceeding with plans to demo a building on Prospect Street and stabilize the 
hole, but the project does not appear to be moving to construction as once 
planned. 

o Jeff Moore indicated that there is an existing permit for a project, which was 
valid for 2 years. 

 Kevin Oddy reminded voters that voting was at the St Johnsbury Town School on 
Western Avenue from 10am -7pm tomorrow. 
 

Executive Session: 

 On a motion by Kevin Oddy and second by Tom Moore, the board voted the need to 
go into executive session to discuss a contract matter under the provisions of Title 1, 
Sec. 313(3)(a)(3) of the Vermont State Statutes. 

 On a motion by Kevin Oddy and second by Tom Moore the board voted to enter 
executive session, and invited the Town Manager. 

 On a motion by Kevin Oddy and second by Tim Angell, the board voted to come out 
of executive session.  The chair had nothing to report. 

 
The meeting adjourned on a motion by Tom Moore and second by Jamie Murphy. 


