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Special Meeting of the St Johnsbury Select board 
September 12, 2016 at 5:00PM-Pomerleau Building 

 
Present- SB: Jeff Moore, Jamie Murphy, Kevin Oddy, Tom Moore, Tim Angell 
 
Staff- Chad Whitehead, Chief Houde, Sgt Bickford, Officer Hahr, Stacy Jewell 
 
Press- Taylor Reed, KATV 
 
Meeting opened at 5:00PM  
 
Chad Whitehead and Chief Houde reviewed the previous proposal discussed for town wide 
police coverage.  Chad indicated that he had not heard much support for full time coverage of 
Town by the St Johnsbury Police Department (SJPD) and stated that the purpose of this 
meeting was to gather input from the public to help the management and the board to 
determine what direction the Town wanted to proceed with this matter. 
 
DL of STJ indicated he personally don’t think there is a need for town wide coverage from 
SJPD. 
 
NC of STJ asked if the Vermont State Police (VSP) were invited.  Chief Houde indicated that 
they were not.  Chad Whitehead indicated that they were in attendance at the last select board 
meeting. 
 
NC of STJ indicated that she checked the stats of Barry Town, Barre City, Montpelier and 
STJPD is very busy.  The cost for adding the rest of the town to their coverage area is high.  
VSP has responded to her residence 5 times in 22 years and their response time was excellent 
and their service was good. 
 
SW STJ lives on Sylvain Road for 26 years and she indicated she indicated she can call VSP, and 
does not want to spend any more money, and feels SJPD needs to concentrate on the area they 
currently patrol. 
 
DT of STJ wanted to know how training was figured, and Chief Houde indicated that the 
Vermont Police Academy was free, so the training costs were just salaries and expenses to 
attend the Academy. 
 
DT of STJ understands the proposal but does not feel he needs 24 hour coverage outside of the 
current special service area.  He indicated that the cost will continue to climb as the SJPD will 
be looking for a new facility soon. 
 
SS of STJ indicated that if the Town proceeded with Town wide coverage there may be a short 
lived reprieve on the Current Special Services tax payers, but it would be short lived, and she 
feels that VSP currently responds adequately. 
 
JL of STJ is happy with the VSP and feels the expense to provide town wide coverage with the 
SJPD is too expensive and the SJPD is currently busy in downtown. 
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NV of STJ feels there is no need for town wide coverage from SJPD ad he is happy with the 
system in place.  
 
BK of STJ indicated the current coverage is adequate. 
 
DB of STJ indicated that she called VSP and they told her that they have no plans to make any 
changes, and she wants to know why this is not consistent with the presentation.  Jeff Moore 
indicated that VSP was in attendance at the previous meeting and said there was going to be 
changes.  He also indicated that this meeting can be viewed online at KATV’s website. 
 
MS of STJ indicated that he was happy with VSP and was not interested in SJPD coverage.  He 
recommended the Town put together a petition and develop a business model and financial 
plan for this proposal. 
 
LS of STJ said that VSP has covered accidents near his home and he feels he don’t need no 
cops up there. 
 
GR of STJ recognized that Kevin Oddy wants to put this issue to rest once and for all.  He 
indicated the Town has voted on it twice previously and feels it should not come back up. 
 
JD of STJ does not feel there is a need for additional coverage at his home, and indicated that 
the proposed tax increase may force him to move from his home. 
 
LR of STJ indicated he was already maxed out on taxes and could not afford to pay for 
additional coverage. 
 
PC of STJ indicated that VSP was supported through taxes.  She recommends the Town 
complete a study to support this.   
 
PV of STJ indicated that nobody at the meeting wants to expand coverage of the SJPD.   
 
AD of STJ indicated that the phase in of the service would mean the Town would subsidize the 
Special Services district.  He also requested that if it were to come to a vote, the change should 
be approved by both the Town and the Village. 
 
SS of STJ asked if the new Town Plan Update could eliminate the recommendation to expand 
the SJPD. 
 
NC of STJ indicated to the board that they don’t need to act on matters such as this unless they 
are actively hearing and receiving letters from residents. 
 
Kevin Oddy indicated that he was trying to respectful of all voters and wanted to provide an 
opportunity for voters to voice their opinion. 
 
BT of STJ indicated that the SJPD does a good job at their response to calls, and asked how the 
voting would be done. 
 
The meeting adjourned on a motion by Tim Angell and second by Tom Moore. 
 


