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Meeting of the St Johnsbury Select board 
November 14, 2016 at 6:00PM-Pomerleau Building 

 
Present- SB: Jeff Moore, Tom Moore, Tim Angell, Jamie Murphy 
Staff- Chad Whitehead, Joe Kasprzak 
Press- Taylor Reed, KATV 
Meeting opened at 6:00PM with the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Public Comment:   

 Dave Timson indicated that the Portland Street Repair Shop had some possible 
ordinance violations.  The Code Compliance officer will follow up. 

 Al Dunn extended a thank you to the Town Clerk and the staff for their work on 
election day.  There was a 61.4% voter turnout. 
 

Minutes: 

 On a motion by Jamie Murphy and second by Tom Moore the minutes  for the 
October 10, 2016 Special Select Board meeting were approved. 

 On a motion by Jamie Murphy and second by Tom Moore the minutes  for the 
October 10, 2016 Regular Select Board meeting were approved. 
 

 Warrants:  

 On a motion by Jamie Murphy and second by Tom Moore, the Warrants were 
approved. 

 
Industrial Park Budget:  

 The draft Industrial Park Budget was provided to the Select Board by the Town 
Manager. 

 
River Road Intent to Sell:   

 The Town Manager presented information on a residential property located at 341 
River Road in St Johnsbury which the Town acquired through tax sale.   

 On a motion by Tim Angell and second by Jamie Murphy the Select Board approved 
the Intent to Sell the property located at 341 River Road.   

 The Town Manager will prepare a request for bids for the board’s consideration at the 
next regular select board meeting. 

 

Brownsfield Coalition Letter of Intent: 

 Joe Kasprzak presented information from NVDA regarding a coalition including St 
Johnsbury and Newport.  The coalition will review, inventory and prioritize brownsfield 
sites in the NEK. 

 Jeff Moore asked what the commitment was, and Joe responded that it required 
approximately 20 hours per year. 

 On a motion by Jamie Murphy and second by Tom Moore the board authorized the 
Town Manager’s office to submit a letter of intent and sign on the Board’s behalf. 
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Housing Assessment Grant Agreement: 

 Joe Kasprzak reviewed the Housing Assessment Grant with the board.  The Town did 
not previously receive any response to the RFP that was previously developed, and after 
discussing with potential consultants, the RFP was reissued with the Architectural 
Historian portion removed. The Architectural Historian work will be completed 
separately. 

 The grant is for $29,535 and has in kind administrative match of approximately $2,500 
from Joe Kasprzak and Irene Nagle and $7,500 from the Code Compliance Officer. 

 On a motion by Jamie Murphy and second by Tim Angle the board accepted and signed 
the St Johnsbury Housing Assessment; 07110-PG-2015-St. Johnsbury-00028, Grant 
Agreement and authorized the Town Manager and Assistant Town Manager to 
administer the grant on the Town’s behalf. 
  

Manager’s Report: 
Parking:  The town has been conducting surveys of businesses on Railroad Street with 
assistance from the ST J Chamber.  This will extend up Eastern Avenue and along Main Street 
as well to gather input.  The parking committee will be meeting on the 18th to review surveys 
and the Town’s existing parking policies and provide input for review by my office.  I intend to 
provide a final recommendation to the Select Board in December. 
 
Railroad Street Construction:  Final sidewalk pour is scheduled for tomorrow.  The lights are 
expected to arrive on the 18th, but we have not confirmed the date they will be installed, but it 
should be soon after that.  Sidewalks will be sealed later this week.  I have requested that DPW 
refrain from using salt on the new sidewalks and reduce salt use on this section of Railroad 
Street for this winter to help avoid spauling of the sidewalks.   
 
Western Avenue Stormwater system is complete and online.  This storm system provides 
additional storm runoff from the Westside area, as well as from Main Street and Eastern 
Avenue beyond the State regulated minimum treatment and was paid for from a grant from the 
State Department of Environmental Conservation with much work from Kerry Obrien of the 
Caledonia County Natural Resources Conservation District. 
 
Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements- final review comments were received from the 
State of Vermont and the Engineers are addressing those and expect the final plans will be 
ready to be advertised for the improvements the first of the year.  We are still waiting to hear 
about funding from USDA Rural Development. 
 
Screw Pumps: Evoqua Water Technologies LLC is scheduled to be on site to begin removal of 
the existing screw pumps on November 30 with the arrival of the new pumps scheduled for the 
first week of December.  There will be no down time for the WWTF for the project.   
 
Moose River Crossing: All permits are now in place, but the window of fall construction was 
closed before we could get authorization to bid.  The Town will take down some trees to meet 
the bat restrictions this winter and we will be able to bid this project this winter for construction 
as soon as the water levels in the river subside.   
 
Depot Square Park: I anticipate redesigned plans to meet our budget in the next month so we 
can bid early winter for spring construction. 
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Railroad Street/ Route 5 RFP for final design is due November 18, 2016. I will be setting up a 
selection committee including members of my staff, as well as the St J Chamber, the Planning 
Commission and any members of the Select Board that wish to participate. 
    
Other Business: 

 Dave Timson indicated that LED lights in other towns appear to be spread out more.  

 Al Dunn indicated there was a problem with parking meters that did not work. 
 

Executive Session: 

 On a motion by Jamie Murphy  and second by Tim Angell, the board voted the need to 
go into executive session to discuss a contract matter under the provisions of Title 1, 
Sec. 313(3)(a)(3) of the Vermont State Statutes to discuss personnel and contract 
matters. 

 On a motion by Tom Moore and second by Tim Angell the board voted to enter 
executive session, and invited the Town Manager. 

 On a motion by Tim Angell and second by Jamie Murphy, the board voted to come out 
of executive session.  The chair had nothing to report. 

 
The meeting adjourned on a motion by Tim Angell and second by Jamie Murphy. 
 


