
Minutes for the St. Johnsbury Planning Commission 

August 19th, 2014 

In Attendance: Maurine Hennings, Bradley Alexander, Susan Cherry, William Nickerson, Jim 

Brown 

7:00 Meeting Opened by Chair Susan Cherry 

Item 1: Minutes of July 22
nd

, 2014  approved. 

Item 2: 

1. Brown fields - Gail Aloisio (Planner NVDA) 

• reported that $189, 923.31 was spent from a total grant of $200,000. Grant within 90 of 

September. 

• Weston & Sampson has completed plan for asbestos control and building demolition for 

the KNTT property owned by the Town. Electronic copies are said to have been 

delivered, though none to the Planning Commission yet. 

• Gail will be proceeding with Green Infrastructure zoning review. 

2. GMP Pier – Emails exchanged regarding the need for a municipal permit to build within 

the flood plain. An October meeting needs to be scheduled with the Pier Subcommittee. 

3. Discussion of Neighborhood designation: Maurine Hennings has spoken with Alison Low 

of NVDA regarding the need for holding a community information session to discuss the 

Village Center Designations available in East Village and St. Johnsbury Center. NVDA 

would hold the session and possibly bring back the State team. 

 Motion by William Nickerson     , Seconded by Maurine Hennings,  Passed: Move 

forward to work with East Village and St. Johnsbury Center to see if they want to pursue the 

Village Center Designation. Hold action regarding Designated Downtown District Neighborhood 

Designation for a future date. 

Item 3: Tracy Zschau (Regional Director Vermont Land Trust) – came before the Planning 

Commission to seek support for obtaining a conservation easement for the “Patenaude Farm” 

in East Village. 

 Motion by Maurine Hennings, Seconded by Jim Brown, Passed: Write a letter of support 

for the VLT in their effort to obtain a conservation easement for the “Patenaude Farm.” 

Item 4: Volunteer Zoning Administrator and Planning Commission member Maurine Hennings 

reported that the Development Review Board has requested a zoning change on behalf of 

property Dave Spates and the director of BAART, Jason Goguen for the property including 1097 



Hospital Drive. The property is zoned mixed use and is between Commercial zoning at the 

Sunoco and Health Services. Health Services is across Hospital drive from the property. 

 Motion by Maurine Hennings, Seconded by Jim Brown, Passed: Schedule Public Hearing 

to change the Zoning Bylaws to redistrict the property including 1097 Hospital Drive to Health 

Services. 

Item 5: Dave Ormiston (Assistant Town Manager) provided the Town Manager’s Report. 

• Hazard Mitigation Plan is coming up with the first public hearing scheduled for October 

2nd. With the second public hearing scheduled for December 2nd. The Planning 

Commission should participate. Can help get residents to show up. 

• Discussion of electric charging station. Uses Charge Point payment system which 

requires and RF (radio frequency) payment fob or card. 

• Bike and Ped grant application was accepted for a scoping study to be performed on 

Rt.5 between Main/South Main and the Welcome Center, or at least the State owned 

portion. This begins the planning steps required. 

Item 6: Volunteer Zoning Administrator reported that 60 permits have been processed with 

many more inquiries and conversations. 80 Permits per year was stated as the approximate 

average. The need for follow up site visits is still present for projects dating back to 2011. The 

Selectboard has requested information about how ordinances are enforced. Susan Cherry and 

Maurine volunteered to follow up on the request. The permit fee structure does not cover the 

costs of notifications in the paper. The Development Review Board needs a budget for warning 

their meetings. There are still problems with finding and using the correct zoning map on the 

town website. There are still problems with the printed zoning maps, including street names 

being incorrect. 

Item 7: Town Plan 2016 – The need for a Chair and definition of Committees was discussed. 

Ideas for a Town Plan work session were considered including: 

• Brain storm elements to put into plan. 

• A way to step back and show how multiple parts of the Town Plan have become a 

priority. (e.g. Bicycle Safety mentioned throughout and what actions have resulted). 

• Highlight Designated Downtown District and benefits that have been realized since the 

creation of the district. 

• Contact previous contributors. 

• Start a publicity campaign to invite people to participate. 

• Have a PC work session between September and October – review minutes since 2012 

for previously mentioned items to address.  



Scheduled PC work session for Tuesday, September 30, 2014 at 6:00 pm 

Item 8: Other Business – discussed progress of Commination Subcommittee. Set meeting for 

Monday September 8, 2014 to  Bradley Alexander and William Nickerson to invite David Timson 

and hold meeting to set objectives of the Communications Subcommittee. 

 Motion by Jim Brown, seconded by Bradley Alexander, Passed: To Adjourn. 

 

 

 


