Town of St. Johnsbury
Planning Commission
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
[bookmark: _GoBack]DRAFT Minutes
March 17, 2015
PC Members in Attendance: Maurine Hennings, Ben Copans, Susan Cherry, William Nickerson, Jim Brown

7:00 Meeting Opened by Chair Susan Cherry

Item 1: On a motion by Jim Brown and Ben Copans. The February 17, 2014 minutes were approved with revisions. None opposed. 1 abstains.
Item 2:  On a motion by Maurine Hennings and Jim Brown:
“Motion to support ongoing operation of our Designated Downtown organization and district; and that our current and upcoming Town Plan continue to reflect the revitalization of the Downtown District. In so doing we support the application for renewal.”

The application for Designated Downtown renewal was presented by Anne Hare, President of St. Johnsbury Chamber of Commerce.

Item: 3 Committee Updates
· Transportation – There a currently three transportation projects on the committee’s radar. 
· Bike/Ped grant funded Feasibility Study of Rt. 5/South Main Street – bids have been received for consultant to draft the study.
· Way finding signs (signs to Town attractions) sign design salvaging and approval is next step, Doug Mortin, NVDA is helping
· Intercity bus – Who serves on “regional overview” (is “regional overview” the TAC/what does TAC mean?) Hugh Wescott and John Hall have been representing Town.
· GMP – MOU signed and zoning application signed. No rise flood analysis provided.
· Communication – efforts of committee will transfer to Town Plan group.
· Neighborhood Designation – East St. Johnsbury is the first step and there has been interest from members of that community. Meeting scheduled for March 25, 2015 as follow up to August site visit. A meeting was held with representatives from the State to set the Agenda. A result of the meeting is that the Town Plan must specifically say which areas should pursue Village Center designation. Should the PC pursue an amendment to amend Town Plan ahead of 2016 Town Plan completion – general consensus is no.
· Town Plan 2016 – on a motion by Maurine Hennings and Ben Copans to apply for a MPG to hire Garrett Baxter. None opposed.
· VRCD “Community Visit” – opportunity to incorporate discussions into Tow Plan update.
· PC members choose specific sections to attend and facilitate – please seek community members to participate in the meetings. 
· Discuss having ANR come present on flood plain bylaws, ordinances and other information. Ben Copans to try to schedule meeting with Rebecca Pfeifer
· Training option available through Garret Baxter – could be paid for with a 2016 Municipal Planning Grant (October submission, December decision).
· File location suggested for Town Plan relevant documents (guidelines and handbooks) link to website?
Item 4: Town Manager report – 
· SWIP update, rough draft submission to State, implementation still unclear, public review will be required, looks like law will mostly apply to haulers and may require increased Town administration.  Look for a new ordinance proposal in May.
· Hazard Mitigation – returned with extensive comments from FEMA.
· Rt.5/S. Main study – award bids with steering committee, have kick off meeting.
· Many projects – 
· State paving – Western Ave, Eastern Ave, Main St. Rt. 5 and Rt.2
· Concord Ave Bridge out to bid for road closure and bridge work July-August
· CSO work at VFW/Thaddeus Stevens, and Bay Street
· West Side work at Undercliff and Boynton and Green
· Screw Pump project
· Moose River water main crossing project
· RR enhancement and Depot Square postponed again. ORW on Depot Square approaching an “85%” design.
Item 5: Zoning Administrator - 
Other Business:
On motion by Ben Copans and Willie Nickerson to adjourn passed.
Respectfully Submitted,
William Nickerson
Secretary
Planning Commission

