
Town of St. Johnsbury 

Planning Commission 

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 

DRAFT Minutes 

July 21, 2015 

PC Members in Attendance: Ben Copans, Susan Cherry, William Nickerson, Jim Brown, Maurine 

Hennings, Bradley Alexander 

 

6:00 Public Hearing Opened by Chair Susan Cherry 

Public hearing to discuss property at the end of Spring Creek.  Owner would like to put office 

building on property. Property is adjacent to Rural Town (RT), and consistent with RT.  

Motion by William Nickerson to recommend the addition of office building to RT to the 

Selectboard (SB), second by Jim Brown. Passed with none opposed. 

Motion to adjourn by William Nickerson, second by Jim Brown. None opposed. 

 

7:00 Meeting Opened by Chair Susan Cherry 

 

Item 1:  

• On a motion by Maurine Hennings, second by William Nickerson to table the June 

minutes. None opposed. 

Item 2: Election of officers: 

• Chair – Sue Cherry 

• Vice Chari – Ben Copans 

• Secretary – Willie Nickerson 

Item 3:  

• Review suggested changes from SB and implement – motion by William Nickerson to 

accept recommendation from Selectboard as-read” second by ______. None opposed. 

• Motion by William Nickerson to add Temporary and Transitional to all zones except 

industrial and conservation. Second by Brad Alexander. None opposed. 

• Motion by Brad Alexander, second by Maurine Hennings to add “as defined by State of 

VT” to residential care language. None opposed 

 

Item 4: By law on missed housing request to remove language 

• ACCD has held two meetings requesting the removal of art of section 421 Mixed 

Housing. 

• Motion by Maurine Hennings second by _____ to request the SB remove sections 421 

and 503.2 g and warn as a public hearing. 

Item 5: SWIP – Solid Waste Implementation Plan 

• Upcoming work session – likely an ordinance will be presented to the PC for 

recommendation, Joe Kasperzak reports that a “boiler plate” ordinance passed in July 

2015, in St. Johnsbury. 

Item 6:  Town Plan 
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• Town plan to reference hazard mitigation plan, or incorporate fully. 

• Town Plan to have a new flood resilience section? 

• Discussion of using website to store the results of Town Plan meetings 

• Discussion of upcoming Historic and Conservation Town Plan meeting. 

Item 7: Letter of Interest from Ed Behr 

Item 8: Q3 review tabled 

Item 9: Mr. Kasperzak is getting his feet wet, discusses goals 

• Sell armory 

• Dive into Act 148 

• Bike/Pedestrian project, Depot Square and RR Street work upcoming 

• PC asks about presence of left turn lane coming out of the Passumpsic drive through on 

RR Street. 

Item 10:  Zoning Administrator Report 

• Clarity is important in the future for bylaws 

Item 11: Other Business 

Way finding signs are in final sign off and town manager approval stage. Town Plan goal of 

reducing number of committees. 

Item 12: enter executive session on motion by Maurine Hennings, second William Nickerson to 

discuss PC appointment recommendation. 

Motion to recommend Ed Behr to SB for Planning Commission appointment by Jim Brown and 

William Nickerson passes, none opposed. 

Motion to adjourn executive session by Jim Brown second Brad Alexander, none opposed. 

Planning Commission will send a letter of recommendation regarding Ed Behr to the SB. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

William Nickerson 

Secretary 

Planning Commission 

 


