
Town of St. Johnsbury 

Planning Commission 

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 

Approved Minutes 

September 15, 2015 

PC Members in Attendance: Ben Copans, Susan Cherry, William Nickerson, Jim Brown, Ed Behr 

 

7:00 Meeting Opened by Chair Susan Cherry 

 

Item 1:  Minutes 

• Minutes from June 16, 2015 passed on a motion by Ben Copans, second by Jim Brown. 

• Minutes from July 21, 2015 passed on a motion by Jim Brown, second Ben Copans. 

• Minutes from August 18, 2015 passed on a motion by Ed Behr, second by Jim Brown 

Item 2:  Town Plan 

a. Public Infrastructure committee meets Oct. 6, 2015 

b. Collaboration with community visit process: 

c. Sue Cherry gives a report from the municipal day process: The state is in the process of 

updating the Town Plan Manual. Sue has a power point from John Adams.  A main 

lesson from the day regarding the Town Plan breaks the tow into three areas under the 

categories of “Maintain”, “Transition/Support”, and “Transformation” 

*February is the last Town Plan committee meeting, following the meetings the public 

input will be developed into a presentation � there is a “communication and visioning 

task force (as part of the community visit. 

d. Municipal Planning Grant: Sue C. and Ben C. are on point for the grant application. The 

goal of the Grant can't be a general update. ACCD is aware of the community visit. 

NVDA wants to be a part of the collection of data for assessments as it relates to John 

Adams presentation. 

o Motion by Ed Behr to not apply for MPG in 2015 and instead apply for 2016, 

second by Jim Brown. Passed. None opposed. 

Item 3:  Zoning Bylaw 

a. Public Review hearing Sept. 16 at 6 PM in the Welcome Center 

b. Shelter Criteria review packet supplied – discuss adding to part 4- special uses in the 

zoning bylaw 

o Motion by Ed Behr and Willie Nickerson to present the addition of Section 441 

Temporary Overnight Shelter to part 4 – Special uses of the Zoning Bylaws “as-

read”.  None opposed. 

o Motion by Willie Nickerson and Jim Brown to present the addition of section 442 

Transitional Resident to Part 4 Special Uses of the zoning bylaws. None opposed 

Section 442 to read: “No person shall establish a Transitional Residence without 

site plan and conditional use approval. In addition to other applicable standards, 

the DRB shall apply the following: 

a. The DRB may ask for detailed safety protocol with may include: 

1. Emergency Services 

2. Volunteer Training 
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3. Number of Volunteers on site at all times 

4. Availability of paid staff. 

b. The DRB shall consider other factors in the appropriateness of 

location including the character of the existing area. 

o Motion by Jim Brown and Ben Copans to add Temporary Overnight Shelter to RL-

2, R-T, R-A, R-B, and HS. None opposed  

Item 4: Ordinance Review 

• SWIP document 

o Motion by Willie Nickerson and Jim Brown to create chapter 14 with the variable 

rate pricing ordinance, as presented, as article 1. None opposed. 

• There is a request to revise parking fine language to identify the vehicle owner and not 

the specific vehicle. 

Item 5: Town Manager Report – Mr. Kasprzak 

• Concord Bridge is on a 6 week completion timetable. 

• Paving project to be finished Friday 

• Bike/Ped scoping committee is meeting on the 24
th

 or 28
th

 of September. 

• Waste Water Treatment Plant screw pump project is expected to happen in the spring. 

• Packard Court main street building project to be presented at the next Design Advisory 

Committee meeting. 

Item 6:  Zoning Administrator – Ms. Hennings 

• Discussion of Ordinance and Zoning revision requests for quarterly review by Planning 

Commission. 

Item 7: The next meeting of the Planning Commission will be at the Welcome Center. 

Item 8: The Planning Commission is looking for two commissioners. 

Item 9: Other Business – Minutes from July passed as noted above. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

William Nickerson 

Secretary 

Planning Commission 

 


