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February 16, 2016
PC Members in Attendance: Ben Copans, Susan Cherry, William Nickerson, Jim Brown, Ed Behr

Pre-meeting discussion regarding number of planning commissioners required for a quorum.  Consensus was that a majority of sitting members was needed, not a majority of total seats (that is three of the five appointed, rather than 4 of the total 7 available).

7:00 Meeting Opened by Vice Chair Ben Copans

Item 1:  Minutes
	•	Minutes from January  edited to show motion to adjourn was made by Ed Behr and seconded by Willie Nickerson with none opposed.
	•	Motion to accept January 19, 2016 minutes by Ed Behr, second by Ben Copans. Passed none opposed.
Item 2: Town Manager
	•	Ban Copans reads notes sent by Joe Kasprzak - select board members have been made aware of the letter from the VT Human Rights Commission regarding the zoning around warming shelters/homeless shelters.

Item 3: Irene Nagle, NVDA presented progress on the Municipal Planning Grant awarded for a focused master plan along the river front from the Portland Street Bridge to the Sleepers River.
	•	An RFP was sent to 3 consultants, two responded.  Consultant must be selected by March 11th.
	•	PC will vote to accept the final deliverable as a plan of the Town.
	
Item 4:  Town Plan presentation on the night of the Town Meeting information meeting.

Item 5: Zoning By-laws
	•	Motion by Ed Behr to propose for review at a public hearing to be scheduled, the addition to the zoning bylaws definitions for “Commercial Event Venues” as presented by the zoning administrator (below), and the addition of Commercial Event Venues to the Conditional Uses of all the zoning districts except Residential A, Residential B and Conservation. Second by Willie Nickerson. None opposed.
“Commercial Event Venues: Outdoor spaces and buildings, including barns and other accessory structures,rented for temporary use or for private or public functions such as large meetings, conferences, exhibits, banquets, and celebrations. Food may be prepared and/or catered at these locations. Appropriate licenses and permits must be obtained.”
	•	
Motion to adjourn by Willie Nickerson, second by Ed Behr. None opposed.


Respectfully Submitted,
William Nickerson
Secretary
Planning Commission

